SAWTELL GOLF CLUB NEWSLETTER
- FEBRUARY 2015 –
AROUND THE OFFICE
A new TV show, The Bunker, is on Sunday nights, on 7TWO at
5 o’ clock. We have sent information about our club to the
producers and we just might get a mention. Happy viewing.

REMEMBER: if you are booking accommodation for an
upcoming holiday or trip away, book it through Quickbeds,
and you will help raise funds for our club.
Copy and paste this link into your browser then add it to your favourites:
www.quickbeds.com/?grassrootscode=1432

FROM BEHIND THE BIG DESK
The AGM is scheduled for Tuesday, 17th March with registration from 6:30pm for a 7:00pm start. Only Platinum,
Gold, Life Members & Monday Vets can enter the club & attend the meeting. Look forward to good news.

TREASURY
Following the good end-of-year statements, it was pleasing to see a profit again in January.
Unfortunately, the weather in February has not been kind to us which will affect our income but we have
had some good functions which will help us stay in the black.
Annual membership fees have been set for 2015-2016 – Platinum $790 and Gold $440. Other fees will
be set by the new Finance Committee. Flyers advertising our fees have been distributed in Coffs
Harbour and Sawtell areas and we have been advertising on radio. Hopefully we will gain some new
members from this.
AROUND THE GREENS
The following decisions have been made following advice from Rod Clark, head of rules at GNSW.
There are drop zones at each end of the fence between the 5th green and the 10th tee. Clarification of the rule for
drop zones:

Rule 33-8/18
This rule allows us to have a: Local Rule Providing Line-of-Sight Relief from Protective Fence Near Line of Play
“If a wire fence is erected to protect players on the tee of one hole from errant shots played at another hole, and it
is relatively close to the line of play of the other hole, it would be permissible to make a local rule allowing a player
whose ball is in such a position that the fence intervenes on his line of play, to drop a ball, without penalty, not
nearer the hole in a specified drop zone”.
Local Rule: “If an approach shot to the 5th green finishes with the fence between the ball and the hole, the player
may take a drop, without penalty, in the closest drop zone that is no nearer the hole. If both drop zones are nearer
the hole than the ball, there is no relief and the ball must be played where it lies”.
NB If the ball is on the correct side of the fence but the fence interferes with the player’s swing or stance, the
player DOES NOT go to the drop zones - these are for line-of-sight relief only. In this instance, the player takes
nearest point of relief and drops within 1 club length.
The winners of the 2014 Saturday men’s point score
competition, sponsored by Watson’s Caravans & RV’s and
presented by Kris Watson, were announced recently.
The winners receive free membership for the following year.

Josh Lewis - Green Renovations
I would just like to say how happy I am to embrace this opportunity that you have given me. I have taken it all on
board to the best of my ability. I believe that during this time I and the course will only get better.
For the month of February we have had 500mm of rain and a lot of overcast days, so not a lot of drying conditions
unfortunately. The course has not suffered too badly due to these conditions although the troublesome wet spots
are still about. I would like to say that we have started to remedy these areas mainly around the greens and
bunkers.
This is what was pulled out of the 5th Green drainage line and the reason for it being so wet over this past month.

At the moment I am attempting to find all the drainage lines in these bunkers to see if some of them can be
temporarily fixed by unblocking the drainage, which will hold off a bunker refurbishment for a little while until more
funds are available.
Mid year renovation plan is to reduce the thatch layer to help prevent disease, have less grain and in turn improve
ball roll.
Greens renovation is set to commence on the 9th of March weather pending of course. Through this process we
will be scarifying the greens in 4 directions with the Verde cutting heads to remove the thatch. We will then
incorporate some soil amendments. To help the profile along we will add a slow release fertiliser and then
topdress.
Our aim is to have the greens back in full swing within a few weeks so please be patient during this time. We
would greatly appreciate some volunteers during the 9th, 10th and the11th March to help with rubbish removal and
shovelling of sand. If anyone is available can you please let Paul, Coop or myself know what days you are
available.

HOT GOLF IN MARCH
Wednesdays, March 18th & 25th ladies’ 2BBB Nett Championships sponsored by Coffs Harbour Toyota

FOOTY TIPPING
SERIOUS FOOTY TIPPING
The club is running a footy tipping comp – all welcome to join – yes, the ladies too. $30 entry fee must be paid at
the bar by midday Thursday. Organisers are Stephen Cooper, Allen Hood and Paul Shuttleworth.

FOOTY TIPPING FOR TRY-HARDS
If you have no idea about footy tipping (or if you think you do but you really don’t) and even if you are not the least
bit interested in footy, this could be the competition for you. Why not join a comp with a difference?
Each week you will draw 1 of the 18 AFL teams. The points you get will be equal to your team’s score at the end
of the game (including extra time). New draw every week. The person with the most points at the end of the
season (not including the finals series) is the winner. Prizes will be awarded for winner, runner-up and last. More
prizes will be awarded if numbers warrant.
See? No skill or knowledge required at all!
Entry fee of $20 to be paid to Jo Beaumont by 3:00pm Friday, 27th.
For this comp to operate, we need multiples of 18 participants ie 18, 36, 54 etc .Have a go!

HOODY’S HOUSE NEWS
Friday night delights!
Members and visitors have enjoyed meals provided by celebrity chefs including Sherie/Raewyne melt-in-yourmouth roasts and Gary Devine’s absolutely divine seafood crepes. Talk about value for money – we challenge
you to find such quality food for such reasonable prices anywhere. How much talent is hidden away in this club?
This is just another area of the business where members are willing to volunteer their time for the benefit of the
club. Great work!
In the meantime, Annette Mavin has agreed to cater for functions and we are hopeful of reaching an agreement
with Chill-Out Café this week to cater for Tuesday, Wednesday & Saturday lunches and Friday nights.
The fantastic news is that we have reached our $6000 target for the carpet so watch that floor! There will be some
inconvenience to members and visitors while the carpet is laid. Please be patient – the volunteer carpet
removalists and layers will try to minimise interruption to trade as much as possible. Keep in mind that they are
saving us $10,000 by doing this work.

GET TO KNOW SGC EMPLOYEES
This month featuring Betty Cobden – Bar Staff
Betty is a “local” having grown up in and around Coffs Harbour, Sawtell and
Toormina after moving here as a small child from Sydney with her family.
After finishing high school, she relocated to Sydney where she had her only
daughter.
Betty soon grew tired of the hustle and bustle of city life and decided to
“come home”. She has been back for nearly 3 years and has been an
employee at Sawtell Golf Club for more than 2 years.

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS
Gold: John Tatte, Carolyn Pye, Ian Finn
Social: Jean Thomas, Clint Samuels

SPONSORS
Sawtell Golf Club members thank the following sponsors:

Watson’s Caravans & RV’s, Veronica Webber & family, Hoy’s Physio, A1 Mobile
Mechanical Repairs, Jo Cavallaro, Barry Wilson
Did you know – not only is Atkinsons Real Estate one of
our major sponsors of golf BUT they also donate $500 to
Sawtell Golf Club every time they sell a property for one
of our members? Thinking of selling? Talk to Martin Wells
at Atkinsons.

